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hy direct apprehension, to have a corresponding
Keality outside the human mind. To Kant, God
is neither -an object of direct consciousness nor a
conclusion of reasoning, but a Necessary Assump-
tion; necessary, not by a logical, but a practical
necessity, imposed by the reality of the Moral Law.
Duty is a fact of consciousness: "Thou shalt" is
a command issuing from the recesses of our being,
and not to be accounted for' by any impressions
derived from experience; and this command requires
a commander, though it is not perfectly clear
whether Kant's meaning is that conviction of a law
includes conviction of a lawgiver, or only that a
Being of whose will the law is an expression, is
eminently desirable. If the former be intended,
the argument is founded on a double meaning of
the word Law. A rule to which we feel it a duty
to conform has in common with laws commonly
so called, the fact of claiming our obedience; but
it does not follow that the rule must originate,
like the laws of the land, in the will of a legislator
or legislators external to the mind. We may even
:say that a feeling of obligation which is merely
the result of a command is not what is meant by
moral obligation, which," on the contrary, supposes
'something that the internal conscience bears witness
to as binding in its own nature; and which God,
in superadding his command, conforms to and per-